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A Concise History of SEEDS

The Society, Environment and Energy
Development Studies (SEEDS) Foundation has
its roots in the energy crisis in the early 1970s.
At that time, energy prices were rising in the
wake of an oil-production embargo by
members of the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries. Many teachers were in
need of curriculum materials that would help
explain the issues of energy supply and
demand within the context of societal,
economic and environmental concerns.

Marshall Williams, then CEO of Calgary Power
Ltd. (later Trans-Alta Utilities), worked with
others in business and education communities
to propose the establishment of a foundation
to helop
Canadians by providing energy and
environmental education materials for use in
schools across the country.

The SEEDS Foundation was established in
1976 as a not-for-profit organization with
headquarters in Edmonton. Its Board of
Directors is composed of representatives from
the energy industry, the education sector and
the environmental sciences.

The foundation is
provide environmental sustainability and

ma

energy education resources to support
Canadian educators as they promote student
literacy and encourage students to take
personal action and societal responsibility for
energy,

By its 34" anniversary in 2010,

SEEDS programs have been
utilized by more than 8,000
Canadian schools.

In 1977, 12 teacher writing teams are formed
to develop the curriculum packages for
Grades 1 through 12. All the material
produced was reviewed by various
committees for technical accuracy and to
ensure there is no bias in presentation and by
1980 the Energy Literacy Series was launched.

In 1987, SEEDs receives the first Alberta
Environment Award for the Energy Literacy
Series. About the same time, the series is

creatae ydn a‘me Myatpdandmade ayailable in French.

The head office moved to Calgary in 1998 and,
in the next decade, new programs are rolled
out and taken up by teachers across Canada.
In 2002, SEEDS receives an award for
outstanding achievement in environmental
education from the organizing committee of
the Salt Lake Winter Olympics.

By 2006, when SEEDS celebrated its 30™
anniversary with a birthday bash, it offered
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elementary, middle, junior high, and senior

and

high schools.

2010 brought many positive changes to
SEEDS, with non-profit collaborations and new

exciting educational programs and
ronment
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e Message from Peter F. Walton, Chair of the Board

For more than 35 years, SEEDS has been
committed to working with educators to bring
bias-balanced, curriculum-fit environmental
and energy education to the students of
Canada.

The SEEDS Foundation is at a pivotal junction
in its development. The past year witnessed
both transition and innovation at SEEDS: a
new Executive Director, new members and
Chair for the Board and an expanded mandate
that can be used to build on our strengths and
past successes.

We welcomed Diane Field as our new
Executive Director on March 1. Diane brings
to SEEDS more than 30 years of rich
experience as an educator, project manager,
fundraiser and community leader. Diane has
served as principal of three secondary schools
over the past 15 years in addition to earlier
responsibilities as a curriculum
supervisor/director and teacher with the
Calgary Board of Education. We are thrilled to
have her with us.

Our Board membership also saw change in
2010 with the departure of several dedicated,
long-time contributors and the arrival of five
new members. SEEDS reinforced its national
profile with the appointment of new
members from Ontario and Quebec and the
first non-Albertan to become Board Chair.

The Board was active in formulating new
strategic directions that will reinforce the
position of SEEDS as a major player in Canada
in the delivery of formal and non-formal
education related to society, energy, and the
environment.

| would like to thank two people who have
helped SEEDS not only maintain its
programming and partnerships but deepen
content and expand its reach: Margo Helper,
our tireless and enthusiastic Executive
Director from 2002 through 2009, and David
Sandmeyer, our dedicated Board Chair
throughout this same period. Margo and
David together helped steer SEEDS through
challenging times to create the dynamic
organization that we have today.

We at SEEDS look forward to a brilliant future
with the combined expertise and enthusiasm
of Board and staff. We are confident that
SEEDS will continue to benefit immensely
from the support, knowledge and experience
of our students, teachers, sponsors, partners
and collaborators and we eagerly anticipate
the continuing opportunity to work with you
in helping shape our Foundation's future.
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Message from Diane Field, Executive Director

The past year has been an exciting time of
renewal and transformation at SEEDS. As
the new Executive Director, | have been
impressed with the quality and importance
of SEEDS resources. During the year, we
have examined new ways to offer these
resources to teachers and school districts
through innovative projects and through
partnerships with out educational
foundations.

Our relationship with teachers and
organizations across Canada helps to inform
our work. We are so proud of the activities
to engage society, energy and
environmental issues in which more than
10,000 SEEDS schools have been involved.

We could not do our work without the
support of our program sponsors. We
appreciate the commitment to Canadian
education demonstrated by our funders

as they partner with SEEDS to bring high-

quality programs to their communities.

Because of the vision of our partners,

citizens are becoming more energy literate

and more aware of reducing their

environmental footprint. | thank everyone

who has made a contribution to SEEDS
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SEEDs will continue to make a difference in
the education of Canadian school children.
It is our mission to provide bias-balanced
programs in society, energy and the
environment that are current and
appropriate for the 21% century learner.
Our work in 2010 has provided a strong
foundation that will influence our strategic
plan now and in the future.
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SEEDS PROGRAMS

GREEN Schools Canada Program

GREEN Schools is an environmental stewardship program for students in all grades. More than
6,000 schools have registered and more than one million environmental projects have

been completed since 1990. This program encourages students to be environmentally
responsible and to take personal action at school and with their families. Classes undertake
projects to communicate about or to enhance the environment. Classes then log their project
results. Once they achieve 100 projects, SEEDS recognizes them as a Green School and at 1,000
projects they become an Earth School, with levels between and beyond.

“Take the Plunge” Canadian Water Conservation Challenge

Take the Plunge places a focus on water stewardship actions at home and school, helping
students and their families become more informed about fresh water.

“Write Across Canada” Environmental Writing Challenge

Write Across Canada is a resource that encourages and supports writers across the
curriculum as they investigate our natural world.

“It's Write for Communities” Environmental Writing Challenge

This challenge engages students in learning and writing about environmental issues in their own
communities.

“Migration Counts” Bird Challenge

Migration Counts has a focus on bird observation, conservation and preservation through a 48-
hour bird count by students anytime in April to June.
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Energy Literacy Series

The first Energy Literacy Series was launched in 1982, and during the next 15 years was used by
more than 1.5 million Canadian students. The new Energy Literacy Series is a web-based
teaching program that begins with an Introduction to Energy, followed by 10 modules that
examine all the renewable and non-renewable energy sources. It provides information about
energy, where facilities are located, and how energy resources are obtained, converted, and
used. The series is intended for secondary students and is appropriate for use in several
subjects in all provinces and territories.

Habitat in the Balance

Habitat in the Balance is an interactive, decision-making resource which allows students to
examine issues of sustainable development in four areas - water, land, inhabitants, and air.
Students learn how human development affects the natural environment and how decisions
can be made to ensure that the use of the environment is sustainable. Aligning with learning
outcomes in science, social studies, geography, and environmental studies for grades 7 to 12,
each module may take up to one week of instructional time.

Connections Program

This program helps high school students develop understanding, awareness and action related
to multicultural and environmental issues that they face in their world. It includes three
components: pre-trip online work and related activities, a four-day residential experience, and
post-trip online work and final project. This program aligns with several learning outcomes

in the Career and Technology Studies Program of Alberta Learning.

“I'am glad to see that SEEDS is continuing to be an excellent resource for environmental materials to use
in the classroom as well as a motivator for us to do curriculum related environmental projects! Keep up
the terrific work of presenting ecological themes in an engaging manner for both teachers and
students!”

Dolores Andressen , Bertha Kennedy Catholic Community School
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STATEMENT OF REVENUE, EXPENSES AND NET ASSETS

Year ended December 31, 2009

Revenue
Federal and provincial governments
Other contributions *
Casino
Program sales
Investments
Expenses
Administration
Amortization
Challenge programs
Energy Literacy Series
Green School Program
Habitat in the Balance program
Excess Expenses
Net Assets, beginning of the year

Net Assets, end of the year

74,582
579,233
72,742
6,569

902

73,582
568
332,537
113,701
104,189
153,719
(44,268)
54,438

10,170

! Other contributions include $36,000 of contributed rent. An offsetting amount for rent expense is

included with Administration Expenses.




BALANCE SHEET

Year ended December 31, 2009

Assets

Current Assets

Cash and short term investments’ 136,948
Accounts receivable 14,952
Equipment? 2,270
Total 154,170

Liabilities and Net Assets

Current liabilities

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 2,000

Deferred revenue 142,000
Total 144,000
Net Assets

Unrestricted net assets 10,170
Total 154,170

' The Society maintains separate bank accounts and short-term deposits for funds from casino events
and government grants. The use of these funds is restricted to expenditures approved by the Alberta
Gaming and Liquor Commission. The amount of restricted funds at Dec. 31 was $45,881.

> Office and program equipment: $19,750. Accumulated amortization: $17,480. Net book value:
$2,270.
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Praise for SEEDS Energy Literacy Series

and Other Programs

| wish a program like this were available when | had to explain about energy to my
fellow caucus members. It would have made my job much easier.

Murray Smith, former Alberta Minister of Energy

The SEEDS Energy Literacy Series web site is comprehensive, easy to use and full of
useful information that the students will need to know. | will definitely be using this
program for instructional purposes when | cover the electricity unit.

Todd Davis, Grade 9 science teacher, Lady of Peace School, Calgary

The Energy Literacy Series provides the most educationally sound treatment of all
aspects of energy use and production that | am aware of.

lan Phillips, science department head, McNally High School, Edmonton
The SEEDS Energy Literacy Series web-based program is exactly what | need.

Anick Ouellet, Grades 7-12 science teacher, Ecole de la Rose Sauvage, Calgary

This is an awesome program! | used it for training with my 40 Grades 7-MH & (G dzZRS y

involved in Envirothon. It is positively brilliant. | loved it! They loved it!
aS3 hQal K2yeész o0Az2f23&8 GSIFOKSNE

The Energy Literacy Series and the Teaching Activities for Climate Change are fabulous
resources.

Douglas D. Karrow, Faculty of Education, Brock University, Hamilton, Ont.

| used the Energy Literacy Program with my Social Studies classes last year and plan to
use it again this year. The students really like it and it is a great learning tool.

Carol Arnold, Whistler Secondary School, Whistler, B.C.

Wow! What a wonderful, teacher-friendly site it is. | am pleased to pass this site on to
other classroom teachers in the Saskatoon public schools family.

Brent Gordon, science teacher, Saskatoon
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SEEDS Foundation Staff

SEEDS staff (L to R): Peggy Nemeth; Carol Batycky; Stephen Jeans; Diane
Field; Corinne Craig; George Taven. Missing: David Lunn and Doug Roberts

SEEDS Foundation Board of Directors

Peter F. Walton Chair Bill Kurtze Consultant

Jeff Angel Consultant Margaret Lefebvre Canadian Association of

Income Funds
Lyle Benko L*A*M*B* Environmental &

Education Consulting Bob Mills National Round Table on the

Environment & Economy
Marie-Christian Bouchard Imperial Oil

David Sandmeyer Consultant
Murray Campbell Ontario Power Authority

Michel Scott Devon Canada
Paul Edwards Gowlings

Robin Sparks Consultant
Tom Keenan University of Calgary

Diane Field Executive Director
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SEEDS Sponsors
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